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The use and study of metaphor have gone through thousands of years. Before 
three hundred years in BC, Aristotle had elaborated and discussed core issues of 
metaphorical nature, role and interpretation methods in detail in the books of Poetics" 
and "On Rhetoric".The study of metaphor in China is slightly different to the west. 
There is no term of "Yin Yu" in Chinese traditional vocabularies. Instead, "Pi Yu", "Bi 
- Xing" and other words are used to demonstrate. Whether in China or in the west, the 
early studies, the understandings toward metaphor were mostly discussed from the 
perspective of literature, which considered the metaphor as a rhetorical device. In the 
recent decades, the scholars started to include metaphor into the thinking system of art. 
The study, which bases on research of scholars at home and abroad in the recent 
decades, analyses and researches the utilization of metaphors in the sculptures of 
Chinese traditional animals. 
In the human’s art activities, there remains a large number of art works on the 
animal themes which refer to the various categories of art, such as paintings, 
sculptures, rituals, operas, witchcrafts. Animal sculptures are just small part of art 
activities, but it is enough to make us appreciate the elegance of animals in the human 
artistic activities and understand the importance of animals in the human life. 
The thesis sums up the different types and characteristics of animal sculptures by 
analyzing the existing form and expression of Chinese traditional animal sculpture 
from the remains of the history of sculpture in China metaphor of. This paper aims to 
study traditional Chinese animal sculptures in metaphors, so the author of the Chinese 
traditional animals sculptures have a deeper understanding and further clarify the 
performance and use of metaphors in Chinese traditional art, providing guidance for 
their future sculpture recommendations. 
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